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an the Gifty-fourth year of the Independence of the Uni:cd States u;'
3&2??1{333‘:2}:“&1‘?& o(;hthe'sslud District, has deposited in this
- e i
Offite ‘words e tu’ s right whereof he claims 83 Proprictoly
« Narratives of the Lives of Pious Ludian Children who lived on
Martha’s Vineyard more than One Hundred Yers s'm::e. By Experi-
ence Mayhew, A-M. Pre_ache\- to the Indians of Maitha's V'meyard at
that time. Ccarefully revised from the London Edition, oviginally printe
ed for Samuel Gerrish, Bookseller in Bosmn,New-Eng\and, 1721.7"
- In conformity o the Actof the Congress of the United Smte:,enﬁlled
An Act for tbe Encouragement of Learning, by securing the Cnpies
of Maps, Charts and Books, t© the Authors and Proprictors of such Cop=
jes,dunng the times therein 'mentioned:”’ and alsotoan Act, entitled,“An
Act supplementary to an Acty entitled, A1 Act for the Fncouragement
of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts and Books, 10 the
Authors and Proprietors of such Copiess duvng the times therein men=
tioned :_snd extending the Benefits ¢thereof to the Avts of Designings
Engraving and Etching Historical, and other Prints.’

Clerk of the District
INO. W. DAVIS, of Massachuscitss

g7 It will be seent by the following Attestation,” &e. that the
Christian ardout of Missionary Enterprises which by some is supposed
1o be of modern origin, glowed in the breasts of the en\igmened Pastors
of the Churches in this ity more ¢han & century $inces and led them to
nuble efforts in the spread of the gospel

AN
ATTESTATION
To THE

TRUTH OoF THESE NARRATIVES

BY THE
Rostow gainisters.
e 3 S

‘Qo rich, s0 vast, 50 inexpressibly glotious are the bene
fits arising 10 mankind from the true religion of Christ
where 1818 well anderstood and embraced, that the wan
of zeal for the propagation of it, n very many of then
that profess it, is 2 thing most unaccountable and inex
cuseable. 1t is what more pa\'ticu\arly calls for our Jamen
tation, that the charches of the Reﬁ)rmation have done st
little for the pmpagatinn of a faith, which emancipate
mankind from the worst of slaveries and miseries, and ha:
a fair and sure tendency 0 make us happy in both worlds

white the missionaries of Antichrist are more than cal

be pumbered, and the bigots Jare at prodig'\ous pains 1

However, ~omething has beent done for the best of pur
oges, among those who are under pecu\iar obligations tt
approve themselves the best of Christians wherein th
men of God nowW at work for him among the Malabarians
ag far as we anderstand, have done excellent things
Indeed, the Romanists have their singular advantages
in the circumstances of their clergy, to go to and fro i1
the earth, and walk up and down in it, every where seek
ing whom they may seduce, and bring under their strong
delusions. But something has been done by the Protes
tants, to make the joyful sound of the silver trumpet
heard in 2 gospel preached unto every creature. And, i
the prosecuﬁon of this noble intention; ‘America has beei
a field of someé actions, not altogether nworthy to hav
some notice taken of them.

We can by no means imagine that the Apostles, ©
Apostolical men, carried the gospe into the Americal
world, or beyond the bounds of the Roman Empire, whicl
was then called, all the world. 'The extent of Christianit;
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celebrated by several of the ancients, is most i

be taken with proper limitations, What tlxgeé:)?:i]zréz

have done since the famous Columbus or Colonus opened

a passage for their Colonies hither, has afforded but a

very sad story, which a bishop of their own hag given us

with a pen dipt in blood. Their boasted conversions of,

‘the Pagans, wherein one poor friar has boasted of his hav-

ing baptized some hundreds of thousands, what will they

be found when they are inquired into ?

It may after all be truly affirmed, that the first planters
of New-England are the first preachers of what may be
Justly esteemed the gospel to the Americans, that we cer-
tainly know of;; "and that good work which was done in
gospelizing the uncultivated souls which were found in
this hideous and howling wilderness, most certainly de-
serves to be had in remembrance. And though there
were some who did in the time of it reproaci: the first
planters of this country as most negligent of this good
work, a pious, candid, and learned person of Scotland
whose name is Millar, in his late History of the Propaga:
tion of Christianity, has done the Jjustice to represent the
good work done here, as worthy not only of a perpetnal
commemoration, but also of an universal imitation.

Most certainly, to humanize the miserable, which our
first English planters found surviving the wasting plagues
which had so swept away the Indians, as to make room
for a better people, to tame and civilize them was a task
of no little difficulty. But then, to raise them up into the
knowledge and practice of the Christian religion, and
bring them unto an acquaintance of the mystery of Christ,
yea, to bring them into the experience of living to God
and by the faith of the Son of God, how much more diffi.
cult is the enterprise ? But it has been done.

_Twice seven years had not passed away, after the he-
ginning of the Massachusetts Colony, before the renowned
ELIOT, a good man, full of the Holy Spirit, and moved
by him, set on the good work, and the Eand of the Lord
was with him ; and, with a victorious lahour, he became
a master of the Indian language, and then in that Jan-
guage, preached to many villages of the savages, until, by
the blessing of God on his laborions diligence, many be-
lieved, and were turned unto the Lard. In the harvest
of God he soon had several companions, and successors
who did worthily in Israel, and have their names in the
Book of Life.

The Indians being so successfully instructed in the

THE ATTESTATION, Vil

Word of Truth, and gospel of salvation, soon had scliool:
erected among them; and learning to read and write,
this indefatigable servant of God first of all translated the
whole Bible into their language, and added a Version of
the Psalms in Indian metre, whereof the{ became skilfu’
and graceful singers. It has had several editions in thje
country, and is the only Bible that ever was printed in
thig hemisphere. ] ) )

This great Light was quickly satellited with other books
of piety in their language, which their necessity and edifi-
cation called for. 'The consequence has been, that in the
several villages of the Indians, there have been formed
Assemblies, which meet every Lord's Day for the wor-
ship of God our Saviour, and occasional days of supplica-
tion and Thanksgiving. Besides these, and from among
them, there were gathered churches of Indians, who afte:
strict examinations of their higher attainments in experi-
mental piety, made before English Synods, entered intc
a golemn covenant for the worshipping of the glorious
Creator, into whose name they were baptized, into the
church state of the gospel, and observation of all the
evangélical institutions. An eminent person present at
the examinations, then published to the world a large tes-
timony concerning it, and made this remark on it, * There
is 30 much of God’s work in this matter, that I cannot
but count it a great evil, yea, a great injury to God and
his goodness, for any to make light of it.’

This good work has gone on, and there are churches of
Indians walking in the faith and order of the gosgel, be-
sides many worshipping assemblies preparing for the more
advanced church state, under the teaching of some En-
glish and more Indian ministers. And though we are
glad when we are told of what our Dutch brethren have
done in the East Indies, where the School-masters have
taught some hundreds of thousands to recite the Lord’s-
Prayer, the Creed, the ten Commandments, a morning
prayer, an evening prayer, a blessing before eating and
after; yet we in the West Indies have pressed after a
more vital work in our Proselytes; and as little have we
proposed the religion of a party, but have kept close unto
the golden maxims of the everlasting gospel, which all
good men approve as the things that are excellent, even

ure religion and undefiled. And though this good work
Eas had many adversaries, (for, as Austin long ago told
the Christians, they should find the devil was not yet be-
come a Christian) yet having obtained help from God,

it eontinues to this day.
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But it must be confessed and bewailed, that, if ot
memorable ErioT, when he lay in his dying languish-
ments about siX and thirty years ago, saw cause to mourn
in that complaint, % 'I;here is a}::loud, a dark cloud, upon
the work of the gospe among the poor Indians, the Lord
revive and prosper that work, and I;;ram: it may,live when NARRATIVES
1 am dead ;" there has been since his death, a growing
occasion for such 2 complaint. We cannot get the Indi-
ans to improve so far in English ingenuity, and industryy OF
and husbandrtyl’, asdwe cr;‘uld wish for. Some of the En-
lish, notwithstan ing the tender rovision which the
.éovernment has made for their prgtection, find ways to PIOUS INDIAN CHILDRENo
fhcommode their interests. Their numbers areé gensibly
decreased by a strange blast from heaven consuming

them.

The Author of this history, Mr. ExpERIENCE MAYHEW, @O«
is a person of incontestable veracity. He was born and

bred in the midst of the Indians, and has been all along
intimately acquainted with occurrences among them, and
is a descendant from ancestors that for several generations
bave laudably done their part in christianizing them. He
is a judicious, faithful, constant preacher of the gospel to
them, and on the week days, as well as on the Lord’s

TIHE DAUGHTER OF AN INDIAN PREACHER.

e

First Church, Chauncy Place.
New South Church. ¢
Second Church,or NewBrick.

days, he is an anwearied worker with God, and for him, ABIGAIL MANHNUT,

among them. Among all the instruments of the good - " i - p .

work which brings the Indians into the Kingdom of God, Who died at Chilmark, in the year 1685, aged twenty year.

he shines as one of the first magnitude. Several things

written by him, have léy thegrei‘s been heretofore convey- ABIGAIL MaNHUT was a daughter )

ed into the world, an found a favourable reception. In ) . . s -

these Narratives,’ we again say, his truth may be relied John Ammauhut, an Indian minister, anc

apon, his fidelity is irreproachale, a sister of Hosea Manhut, formerly one

We commend this history to the due consideration of 3

all that wish well to the cause of piety, and we begpenk of the pastors of the Indian Chlll'ch ol

e é’;g(yie::o:{fvﬁ‘f‘fi‘hfi‘frg}jrg't?e“”“g and prospering of the west end of Martha’s Vin eyard : she
COTTON MATHER, Mi'nzstero‘fSecondChurch.orO\dNorth. was piously educated by her father anc
%é#é:%%%gg}&éﬁ? - %‘E&,‘;ﬁf,}\fgéﬁ:{ﬁfh‘ mother, who were both este emed godly
IiomAs FRINCE, : o S Gl persons ; and-she appear ed pious from
JOrY tAs €O ¢ Net e Surcet Chureh. her childhood.

SAMUEL CHECKLEY,

s
[3
€
WILLIAM COOPER, %
.
L]
WILLIAM WALDRON, ¢

She was taught to read while she was

JOSHUA GEE, ¢ ‘Second Chureh, or Old North. voung, and delighted much in reading
Boston, New-England % el i ’
e 14, 1726. the Scriptures and other good books

B
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i She also joved o to meeting and psalm tanes, She used not only to sing
1 pear the word of od preached, and with the rest of the family before morn-
as a stric observer of the Sabbat ing 2 ening prayer as also
She waspotin lined torun about With frequently heard singine Psalms by
rude and wicked company, 3% many herself alop
oung people but constantly and 1t is so 1ong ce this youns woman
<eriously atten ed the worshiP of God died, the 1 cannot distinctly remembel
in the f ily to whi¢ belonged 3 many thing copcernng while
and was alV ry dut ful and obed1- was Writing this acco of her, ™Y
ent to I ¢ parents aced mother €4~ o and told me tha
She had not as did appeal» any she live and 1 oured for some time 1
fellowship with the unfroitful works of my father’s house behaving herself very
\ Jarkness 3 DOt was, on the contrary, & well while she was there s and that ™Y
zealous TeProY of the father estee™ her a very P person
L Her relations yet living: do affirm that She died of a lingerng consumptive
he used b 1dness and courage 1o reprov- distempers and ared sensible © the
jng their indiscretiont he knew radual appro ch of ath towards her s
vy them to be & lty of any fault ond in the 1me er sickn s, behav
" Such as Weré ainted with her perself as one hat had fived well 0US t
also affirms hat she d to pray by her (o do. She pra ed often 10 God, an
requently > and, Jesired others to - with and for her,
hild and gave many & Lortations to ne¥
do




s T o

12 PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN.

them ; but seemed not at all surprised
at the approach of the king of terrors.
She comforted her relations by telling
them, that she was perfectly willing to
die, being persuaded that she was going
to God, in whose presence there was
fullness of joy; yea, she rejoiced that
that happy time was now come. She
also exhorted and encouraged those about
her to love God, and live to him ; telling
them how good and profitable it was so
to do.

Having spoken to this purpose, and
seeming to be nigh to death, her friends
that were with her committed her to
God by prayer ; and she appeared evi-
dently to join with them therein, by
lifting up her hands and eyes to heaven,
from whence she well knew that all her
help came. After this she spake no
more ; but being asked whether her de-
sires were still after God, she by a sign
answered that they were ; and so went
to Him after whom her soul longed.

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN. 13

THE UNFORTUNATE YOUTH MADE HAPPY IN PIETY.

—_—

* JOSEPH NAHNOSOQO,

Who died at Chilmark, in the year 1685, aged twenty years.

Tuis Josepn was a son of John
Nahnosvo. Some time after the death
of his father, he was committed to the
care of Mr. Japheth Hannit, with
whom he dwelt several of the last years
of his life.

He was taught to read both in English
and Indian, and was well instructed in
his Catechism ; and I doubt not but that
he was taught to write.

He spent much time in reading and
meditation, and seemed to delight very
much therein ; nor did he appear to be
any way viciously inclined, or to delight
in such company as were known to be so.

When good Japheth was at any time
gone from home, as about that time on
necessary occasions he often was, this
sober and pious young wman read the
Scriptures, prayed, and sung Psalms in

B#
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the family, as he himself did when at
home with them.

By wrestling at a husking, he broke
one of his legs, and lay lame a great
while with it; lamenting the vanity of
which he had been guilty, and saying
that he should not from thenceforth de-
light in such exercises.

When he was taken with the fever of
which he died, he quickly declared his
apprehensions, that it would put an end
to his life ; and expressed his willing-
ness to submit to the will of God. He
then also confessed his sins, and la-
mented them, and prayed earnestly to
God for the pardon of them, and for
cleansing from them.

He declared his firm belief of the
great truthsrevealed in the word of God,
particularly those which relate to the
person of Jesus Christ, and his mediation
between God and sinners ; and professed
that he did rely on the mercy of God
through him.

Heaffectionately exhorted all that were
about him, to pray constantly and earn-
estly to God, and to lay hold of him,
and cleave continually to him; and se

died, hoping in the Lord.

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN. 15

Good Japheth, from whom [ receivgd
a considerable part of what I have writ-
ten concerning this young man, was ex-

. ceedingly troubled at his death, having

had great hopes of his proving very ser-
viceable among his own countrymen.
But God had otherwise determined.

~eoice—

THE YOUTH WHO PRAYED IN SECRET.

JEREMIAH HANNIT,

who died at Chilmark, in the year 1686, aged fifteen years.

. Tais JEreMias was Japheth’s eldest
son, and was looked upon as a very hope-
ful youth by all that knew him, whether
English or Indians.

He was much kept at school, and em-
ployed his time well atit. He was also
taught his Catechism, and well instruct-
ed in the prificiples of religion, and had
the advantage of a very strong memory
to facilitate his learning.

He was very sober from a child, and
not given to such idle talk as most young
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people are addicted to; and was v -
dient to his parents, and faith?g Oal;xed
diligent in any business which they set
him about. Nor was he known to be
given to any of those vices, which-per-
sons of his age are apt to run into ; and
what more strongly argued his real piety
than any thing yet said of him, was, that
he ased to pray in secret places, as some
yet living can, of their own knowledee
testify. g

. He was long sick and weak before he
died, and in that time expressed a deep
sense of the sins of his nature and life
and earnest desires that God would par-’
don all his transgressions, and renew and
sanctify his soul,

He said he believed that Jesus Christ
was an a_ll-sufﬁcient Saviour, and would
be a Saviour to him, if he could by faith
lay hold of him. He declared his reso-
lution to seek him as long as he lived
and did accordingly call often upon him.
And he exhorted his relations, and others
to pray always to the Lord. :

F alling more violently sick a few days
before his death, he declared his expec-

tations of dying speedily; and withal,

his hopes of obtaining eternal life, through

PI1OUS INDIAN CHILDREN. 17

Jesus Christ his only Saviour ; and con-
tinued to the last calling on him for his
mercy-. .

When he perceived himself dying, he
locked about on his friends, and said,

¢« Fare ye well.” _
My father, who was acquainted with

this youth, looked on him as truly pious,
and very much lamented his death.
Japheth had another son, whose name
was Joshua, and he was also said to die
hopefully ; but of him I cannot give any

particular account.
—4*—-

THE YOUTH WHO REFORMED HIS FATHER.

ELEAZAR OHHUMUH,

Who died at Gayhead in the year 1698, aged sixteen years.

Tre parents of Eleazar, viz. Caleb
QOhkhumuh, apd Deborah his wife, sent
him to school to learn to read and write
while he was a young boy ; and he made
such proficiency that he soon read com-
petently well, and could write a legible
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hand. He also learned his Catechism
by heart, and was not ignorant of the
first principles of the Oracles of God.

e was also taught to call upon the
name of the Lord, while he was but a
child, as many of our Indian children
have been, which has proved of great
advantage to some of them.

Not only his own parents, but Elisha
also, an Indian minister of Gayhead
formerly mentioned, who was his uncle,
used to instruct and exhort him.

All that knew him, bear him witness,
that he appeared sober and serious from
his very childhood ; and his mother, who
was a professor of Godliness, and I
hope a good woman, informed me, that
he used frequently of his own ac-
cord, to pray to God while he was very
young, and used also to tell others that
they ought to do so.

I am likewise informed, that when he
came to years of such discretion, as to be
sensible that it would not be best for
him to pray vocally where others were
present, and yet not joining with him in
the duty, he used frequently to withdraw
himself into obscure places, whither it
was supposed he went to pray in secret

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN. 19

to God, being there sometimes four}lld
kuneeling down, or lying prostrate on t Z
ground, or otherwise leaning agains
some tree, as though he was praying. .

He was diligent in reading his book,
willing to go to meeting, and used of:tfillf
to repeat his Catechism, and that Wllt) i
out being called to it, and was very obe

]  his parents. .
dlell-ifa t(f)requ(})ntly confessed the sinful-
ness of that state in which he was by
pature, and expressed earnest desires of
being delivered therefrom ; and used to
manifest a dislike of the sins of others,
and would sometimes reprove them for
ir faults. -

th?ifhi: father of this lad was somewhat
addicted to follow strong drink while the
son lived, so that he was by bad neigh-
bours too often drawn into the company
of such as inflame themselves therewith.
This pious youth laid grievously to heart,
his sin and error therein, and. several
times went to the places where his father
was drinking,.and with such earnestness,
and so many tears, entreated him to leave
his drinking company and go home to
his own house, that he was not ab}e to
withstand the importunity of his afflicted
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child, but at his desire left the drinking _

tribe ; and when he came home, owned
the victory which his son had obtained
over him.

Such was the gravity of his deport-
ment, that all who knew him took notice
of it; and his behaviour while he
attended the worship of God, either in
public or in the family to which he be-
longed, was remarkably serious.

It seems this youth thought it his duty
sometimes, vocally to call upon God in
the presence and hearing of others ; for
he often requested his honoured father,
when the hour for family prayer had
come, to permit him to call on the name
of the Lord; which desire his father
willingly granting, he discharged the duty
with that uvnderstanding, gravity and
affection, which argued that he had the
Spirit of God helping his infirmities, and
that he was no stranger to the duty of
prayer : though what his particular ex-
pressions were at such times, cannot
now be remembered.

He was sick something more than half
a year before he died ; and soon after he
was taken ill, he told his relatives, that
he thought the time of his dissolution

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN; 21

ras now drawing on, and prayed them
::oistg be much gtroubled at his death;
for, that he hoped that God would,
through his son Jesus Chr_lst, have mer-
cy on him, pardon his sins, and save
his soul for ever. He told them that he
had from his childhood chosen God for
his portion, and that beholding with grief
the apostacy of that wicked generation
among whom he had lived, he }}ad earn-
estly entreated the Lord, of his mercy,
to keep him from the company and soci-
ety of such as they were, and not suffer
him to go astray in their paths ; and that
he therefore hoped that God would, when
he died, take him to himself. He
requested them to be earnest seek-
kers of that God in whom he trusted,
and to depart from all iniquity, that they
might also go to heaven, where they
might again see him with comfort.

The good hopes that this youth had,
that it would be well with him after
death, did not make him grow remiss in
his preparationfor his end. He, as long
as he was able, made use of his books by
rsadding in them, and meditating on what
he tead.  He also called frequently and
carnestly on God for the mercies he

o
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needed, especially for the pardon of his
sins, through the mediation of Jesus
Christ his only Saviour.

He also sent for the elders of the
church, Mr. Japheth, and many oth-
ers, to come and pray with him, not to
request that he might be recovered and
live any longer in the world, (for he
thought that God had determined the
contrary, and declared his willingness to
submit to his sovereign pleasure therein)
but that which he desired was, that he
might be prepared for his great change,
and that the same might be made safe
and comfortable to him.

The Ministers, meeting on this occa-
sion, discoursed with him about the state
of his soul, and received great satisfac-
tion respecting the reasons of that hope
which he had in him ; some of them de-
claring that they had seldom seen so
bright an example of piety in so young
a person.

Not long after this, the youth perceiy-
ing himself nigh to death, sent for some
of the neighbours to come and commit
him to God, and, as he expressedit, to give
him a lifc towards heaven; which, ac-
cording to his desire, they did, then also
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singing a Psalm of praise to his God and
Saviour ; which he being well pleased at,
and not being able to show it by joining
with his voice, showed his comsent to
what was done, by laying hold with his
hand on the book out of which they read
and sung, and keeping hold of it tll the
Psalm was finished, and looking all the
while with a most cheerful countenance.

Soon after this exercise was over, the
pious young man looking up towards
heaven, and smiling as though he had
seen something that did greatly delight
and comfort him, surrendered his soul
into the hands of his Redeemer.

Some who were with him when he
died have told me, that they thought
themselves as sure that e was gone into
the kingdom of God, when he left this
world, as though they had seen the
angels of God come down and convey
him to that world of glory.

I have now finished wha. I had to
say of this godly youth ; but considering
what has beei before said of his father,
it may perhaps be grateful to my readers,
if 1 here give some further account of
him. :
He was much affected at the sick-
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ness and death of his son, who had per-
formed the part of a father towards him.
He totally quitted his imrmoderate use of
strong drink ; he lived very inoffensively
among his neighbours ; he joined himself
to the church in the place where he
lived, and behaved himself like a good
man among them, reproving their sinful
propensities, and trying to reform them ;
but at length, being extremely vexed and
grieved at the evil conversation of many
of his neighbours, he was so discouraged,
that he would not hold communion with
them any longer, but totally left them.
After this, he seldom went to meeting ;
but when he did so, it was to another
assembly than that to which he had be-
longed. Nor was he now so constant in
praying in his family as he had formerly
been; but he still continued in other
respects a person of good morals. He
dissuaded his family and friends from
sinning against God, and heartily com-
mended and pressed the internal duties
of religion, and urged those of his house
to be much in secret prayer to God ; and
in this course he continued some years,
and then died very suddenly. I do not
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understand that he gave any account
how he expected to be received in the

other world.
—c*——-

THE DEVOUT LITTLE BOY.

WILLIAM TUPHAUS,

Who died at Chilmark, in the year 1703, aged twelve years.

THis child’s parents, especially his
mother, (being a very discreet and pious
woman,) instructed both him and theh
other children while young, endeavouring
to teach them to know God, and call
upon him. And this boy had been, for 2
considerable time before his death, a very
orderly and obedient child; and his
friends observed, that he frequently re-
tired into some-place by himself, whick
was, as they supposed, for secret prayei
to God.

Once when a brother of his, who was
younger than himself, was suddenly taker
very sick, and his mother had nobody
else but him with her, who then stooc

c*
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by, observing the sickness and pain of his
b.rother, and the affliction and distress of
his mother on the account thereof, he on
a sudden said to her, let us pray ; and
immediately putting himself into 3 prop-
er posture for it, began audibly to call
upon the Lord; and he did then in the
first place humbly confess his own sins,
and utter unworthiness of the least of
God’s favours, and ‘beg most devoutly
the pardon of them ; praying also that
God would renew and sanctify him, and
teach and enable' him to do his duty.

Then he prayed for his sick brother, that
God would spare his life, and recover his

health ; and that he might be taught to
know and serve the Lord ; but that if
otherwise, his brother were then to die,

that yet God would have mercy on him,and

save him with an eternal salvation. He

also prayed for his poor afflicted mother,

that she might be comforted, and enabled

to endure the trial which she was then

under. He prayed also for his absent

father, that God would preserve him,

endue him with his grace, and make him

meet for his eternal kingdom : then he

prayed for all his other relations, for aj]
mankind, and particularly for children,
that they might be partakers of special and
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saving mercy with God; and in this
prayer of his, he pleaded the merits and
intercession of Jesus Christ, the son of
God, and only Saviour of sinners. This
was when he was about ten years old.

After this youth had thus prayed, he
appeared yet more grave and serious than
he had formerly done. He did not any
longer behave himself like a young boy ;
but rather like some man of years, who
had his heart seasoned with the grace of
God ; he kept at home, and took care of
the affairs of the house when his father
was gone abroad to work, and was as
dutiful to his parents as any child could
be.

The mother of this lad took notice,
that when his father began to eat with-
out asking a blessing on the food prepar-
ed, (which though a good man, he soine-
times did) he used to go out, and not
begin to eat when the rest of the family
did ; but the reason of this she did not .
at first understand ; butat length observ-
ing whither he went, and what he did,
she perceived that he went by himself to
pray to God, and she concluded it was
to perform the duty which her husband
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neglected ; because, as soon as he had
done, he would come in and eat.

He was sick but three days before he
died, in which time he called frequently
and fervently upon God for mercy ; but
generally spoke so low, that but little of
what he said could be understood by
those who were with him.

On the day on which he died, a little
before it was light, his mother perceived
that he was awake, and heard him pray-
ing to God, though with but a low voice,,
as he had done before, during the time of
his sickness. At length, when his prayer
was ended, she spake to him, and asked
him if he were awake ; to which reply-
ing that he was, and was not sleepy, she
told him that it was good to wake early
In the morning, and to think upon God,.
and upon the things of another world,,
continuing her discourse till day-light ;
which having finished, he thanked her
for what she had said to him. But then
appearing very ill and full of pain, much
more than he had hitherto been, he
again began to call upon God, and that
with a louder voice than he had before
done, so that he might be plainly heard
and understood. He prayed God to
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pardon all his sins, and to renew and
sanctify him by his Holy Spirit, and so
to fit him for his eternal and heavenly
kingdom. He earnestly entreated that
God would not cast him off and reject
him; and in the whole, pleaded the mer-
its and intercession of Jesus Christ, on
whom he affirmed that he did put his
trust, as the only Saviour of sinners, and
e of his soul.
mf;;l]&hen he had thus prayed, his mother
perceiving that he looked very earnestly
upon her, asked him, if he desired any
thing of her ; yes, said he, I have a great
desire you should once more pray for me.
She very readily complied with hisdesire,
there being none but children in the
house with her; and she says, that God
then enabled her, not only to ask for him
the mercies which she then thought he
needed, bat did also help her to resign
him up to that God who had lent him to
her, and to give her consent that he
should take him away from her, if so it
emed good in his sight.
~» Havingg thus resigm%d him to God, she,
perceiving that he was nigh to death,
presently sent for his grandfather, Jona-
than Amos, to come and pray with and
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for him ; which he having with much
affection done, the pious youth presently
expired.

'—‘*b—-

THE CHILD WHO PRAYED FOR HER BROTHER.

BETHIA TUPHAUS,

Whe died in the year 1704, aged four years.

Miss BeTHia was the amiable daugh-
ter of William and Bethia Tuphaus,
and a sister of the youth last spoken
of. Her godly father and mother began
to instruct her in the things of God, as
soon as she was in any measure capable
of understanding them; and it seems
that these essays of her pious parents,
to make good impressions on the young
heart of their little daughter, had, by
God’s blessing, the desired effect. She
seemed to take much notice of what they
sald to her, as though she desired to
receive instruction, and know her duty.

When she was but a little above three

S —
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years old; her good father being very
sick, and nigh to death, her mother saw
her kneeling down in the room where
he lay, and soon perceived that she was
speaking and praying to God ; when ob-
serving what she said in that address to
him, she first plainly heard her confess-
ing her sins, and utter unworthiness to
speak to the Lord; and then entreating
of him to have mercy on, and pardon and
save her. She then prayed God to have
mercy on her sick father; and she re-
quested, that if it were not the will of
(God that he should recover and live lon-
ger in the world, yet that he would please
to give him life eternal in heaven with
himself : then she prayed for her little
brothers, that God would bless and save
them. And lastly, she prayed for all
other little children, that God would ex-
tend his favour to them.

This was the first time that this child
was observed to call upon the Lord ;
but after this, her mother frequently
heard her praying to God, and that with
wore enlargement than at first.

She was not at home, but kept with
her godly grandmother at the time of
her father’s death ; which was not long
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after her praying for him, as has been
related. These facts, when heard by
her, seemed to make a great impression
upon her ; insomuch, that she thereupon
grew melancholy, and would be much
grieved at every little thing that happen-
ed, which was not agreeable to her ; and
in a short time appearing not to be well,
her illness grew so fast upon her, that in
a few days she died.

Her mother observing what heaviness
she was in, about the time that she was
first taken ill, discoursed with her ahout
the vanity and uncertainty of all the
things and enjoyments of this lower
world, and the excellency of those which
are above, in the other, where Christ sits
at God’s right hand. Upon the hearing
of this discourse, the child seemed to be
much comforted, and expressed a willing-
ness to die ; yea, and 3 desire to go to
heaven and be with G&d.

Her good grandfather was from home
when she drew nigh to death, and did
not return til after she was become
speechless ; but on his coming, he pres-
ently commended her to God by prayer;
and she, soon after he had so done, left
this world, and 1| hope went into the
kingdom of God.
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THE GIRL WHO WAS PrOUs BEFORE SICKNESS.

JEDIDAH HANNIT,

Who died in Chilmark, October 14th, 1705, aged seventeen years.

Jepwan Hannir, of whom I here
speak, was a daughter of Mr. Japheth
Hannit, and Sarah his wife. She was
religiously educated while she was a
child; and it is very probable that the
Spirit. of God made good impressions
on her soul some years before that in
which she died. She was very obedient
to her parents, was very apt and willing
to learn her Catechism, and delighted
much in reading herbook. Nor was she
much inclined to go into such vain com-
pany as many young people delight in :
and ber friends sometimes found her
praying in secret places, where she in-
tended that none but God should see or
hear her.

The distemper with which she was
taken being a fever, with a pain in her

D
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side, was so very violent from the begin-
ning of it, that she was neither able to
say much to her friends, or do much for
the safety or welfare of her soul, if that
work had not been done already by her.
Her illness still increasing, she in a little
time appeared to be dying, and her
friends were grieved and surprised at
what was coming so suddenly on them.
But having lain for some little time
wholly speechless, and to appearance
senseless, and almost breathless, she be-
gan o revive, breathed better, and was
in a short time able to speak, and that
sensibly, and remained so for several
hours together ; nor was her pain so vio-
lent as it had before been.

While she seemed to be dying, her
brother-in-law went out of the house;
-and not long after him, her father also ;
and the last mentioned of these persons
walking by the side of the hedge-fence,
not far from the house, overheard the
other, on the other side of the hedge,
pleading most earnestly with God, that
his sister might not be so suddenly taken
away from her friends, as to appearance
she seemed likely to be. Soen after
this, the father of the maid returning to

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN., 35

the house, found her revived, as Jias been
declared ; and soon after, her brother
came in also, and to his great comfort
saw her, as one in a manner raised from
the dead.

But lest the relations of “this young
woman, and particularly her brother-in-
law mentioned, should be too much
transported at the sudden alteration
which they saw in her, Mr. Japheth made
a very grave and seasonable speech to
them, telling them that they should by
no means conclude from his daughter’s
being thus revived, that God designed
to recover her from this present sickness ;
but think it sufficient, that God had so
far heard prayers for her, as not to take
her so suddenly away as they feared he
would have done, and had given her and
them a further opportunity to speak one
to another before she died and left them ;
and to this purpose he more particularly
addressed himself to his son-in-law, who
had prayed for his daughter, as has been
declared.

However, the maid thus far revived,
had now a further opportunity to look
up to God for his mercy, and to let her
friends understand that she did not leave
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the world without committing the care
of her soul to Jesus Christ, her only
Saviour. Having such an opportunity,
she now declared, that she did no longer
set her mind on any worldly enjoyments,
but was willing to die and leave them.
There is, said she, but one thing that 1
am now concerned about. I am now
troubled for my sins against my God,
and my not keeping his commandments
as 1 ought to have done. I have made
promises to him, and have not duly per-
formed them. I desire that God’s peo-
ple would pray to him for me.

After this she said, I believe in Jesus
Christ, that he is my only Saviour : and
then praying, called thus upon him, O my
God, thou who takest away the sins of
the world, forgive my sins | beseech thee,
and save my soul forever.

She also took her leave of her rela-
tions and others in words to this effect.
Farewell, all ye, my beloved friends!
Farewell, all ye young people, fear ye
God greatly, pray earnestly to him,
sanctify his Sabbath, and be sober on
that day in his fear.

As for me, said she, my days are cut
off, and I groan by reason of the pain
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which I endure ; but | am willing to die
because I believe in Christ, that e
is my salvation.

e DO

THE BOY WHO WAS TRAINED IN THE RIGHT PATH.

s

JEREMIAH WESACHIPPAU,

Who died at Chilmarlk, in the year 1705, aged eighteen years.

The parents of this young man, Elish:
Wesachippau and his wife, were both o
them esteemed persons of a vicious con
versation,and were, some yearsbefore thi
their son died, both at once drowned 1
the sea, it being supposed they wer
intoxicated at the time. They had :
son, that was esteemed a pious youth
drowned with them.

But it is their son Jeremiah, that I an
here to give a short account of; and a
bad as his parents on other account
were, yet they sent him to school whe:
he was a child, where he was taught t
read, and also learned his Catechism

D*
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and heard many prayers put up to God ;
for the Indian School-masters used
then to pray with their scholars. He
was also taught to write a legible hand.
Living also with an uncle of his, (his
mother’s brother,) especially after the
death of his parents, that house then
became his home ; he there enjoyed con-
siderable advantages, reading and prayer
being attended in that family, and some-
thing of good order upheld.

The lad enjoying these advantages,
was enabled through grace, to make a
good improvement of them. He was
sober and orderly from a child, loved his
book well, studied his Catechism dili-
gently, delighted in going to meeting,
and behaved himself soberly there ; was
very obedient to his uncle, and faithful
in any business which he set him about;
would not go into bad company, but
saved himself from that untoward gene-
ration among whom he lived.

These things were observed in him by
many of his neighbours; but his piety
did yet more evidently appear in that he
wasa praying youth. He was observed
to pray in secret to God, being several
times found at his secret devotions, in

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN, oY

obscure places, to which he used to
retire. Nor did he pray in secret only,
but gave honour to God, by praying in
the family to which he belonged when
his uncle was gone from home, and when
there was no person present for whom
it was more proper to lead in the duty.

He died of a violent fever, which car-
ried him off in a few days; but it is to
be hoped that death did not find him
unprepared. He in the time of his sick-
ness, as well as before, sought earnestly
to God for mercy, calling often upon
him, and desiring others to pray with
and for him ; and owning his unworthi-
ness of the great salvation which he
thus sought for, he professed his hope
of obtaining it through the merits of
Jesus Christ his only Saviour. Though
a more particular account cannot be
now given of him, yet he was so gene-
rally esteemed a pious young man by
such as were acquainted with him, that
I could not forbear noticing in him an
example of early piety.
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REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF ACTIVE PIETY.

ABIGAIL KENUMP,

Who died at Chilmark, in the year 1710, aged sixteen years.

Apieaie Kenump was the daughter
of Amos Kenump and Abigail his wife,
who lived in Chilmark. She seemed to
be very sober and considerate. while she
was but a child, was remarkably obe-
dient and dutiful to her parents; and
after she had learned to read, was ob-
served to be often looking in her book,
and seemed to meditate much on the
things which she read in it. She loved
to go to meeting while she was but
young, and seemed to take heed that she
sinned not, as if she had an awe of God
in her heart.

One morning, when some young peo-
ple who lodged in the house with her,
were, when they first awaked, entering
into a discourse which was vain and un-
savoury, she very seriously reproved
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them, telling them, that the God of their
lives and of all their mercies, ought to
have the first of their thoughts when
they awaked ina morning ; and declared
to them, how unfit a thing it was for
persons to begin the day with such vain
and unprofitable talk.

Some time after this, she grew un-
healthy, and was long sick of a languish-
ing distemper before she died ; yet she
was not so bad for a considerable time,
but that she could go to meeting ; and
being willing to omit no opportunity to
wait on God in the public ordinances of
his worship, while she had ability to
attend them, she frequently desired some
one to guide her on a horse, when she
had not strength to go up to the house
of God on foot.

When her strength so failed that she
could not go to meeting any longer, she
appeared careful to spend her time well
at home ; and reading and meditation
was now a great part of her employment.

This pious youth was also much in
prayer, or else she had not deserved such
a character ; but though she seemed to
aim at secrecy herein, yet those that
dwelt in the same house with her could
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not but observe, that she was often alone,
pouring out her heart before the Lord.

When young people came to visit her
in her sickness, as sometimes they did,
she used to desire such of them as she
knew could read, to read some portion of
God’s word to her, and would take that
opportunity to let fall some words of
caution and counsel to them. She
would then speak to them of the frailty
and uncertainty of this present life, and
declared to them the exceeding evil of
sin, and let them know how needful a
thing it was for young people to remem-
ber their Creator in the days of their
youth.

In the former part of her sickness,
she made use of medicines, for the re-
covery of her health; but some time
before she died, she said, she had no
need to make use of such medicines any
longer ; for, said she, the Lord Jesus
Christ is the only medicine that I now
stand in need of.

Some time after this, and a little be-
fore her death, she spake to this effect
to her sorrowful mother. Be not, my

mother, overmuch grieved at my death;
for, though 1 have been guilty of many

——————
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sins, yet-I have hope in the mercy of
God, through Jesus Christ my only Sav-
iour, that I shall when I die leave all my
pain and affliction behind me, and enter
into everlasting rest and happiness. And
if you do, by a thorough repentance, turn
unto God, and truly seek and serve him,
you may yet again see me with great
Jjoy and comfort.

She was very sensible of the approach-
es of death towards her, as the time of
her dissolution drew near ; but was able,
through grace, to look that King of Ter-
rors in the face.

Just as she was dying, she called
to her mother, and spake such good
and comfortable words to her, as she had
formerly done, and then lifting up her
hands towards heaven, said, Oh! my
gracious Saviour, have mercy on me, a
miserable sinner, who am but dust and
ashes; which having said, her hand
dropped down, and she immediately
expired.
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THE GIRL WHO PRAYED AT THE SPRING.

ELIZABETH PATTOMPAN,

Who died at Tisbury, in the year 1710, aged seventeen years.

EvrizaBeTH was a daughter of Josiah
Pattompan and Ruth his wife, both pro-
fessors of religion, and, as I have been
informed, diligent instructers of their
children in the principles and duties
of Christianity.

When this daughter of theirs was about
eleven years of age, they put her to live
in an English family in the town in
which they themselves resided ; ard she
behaved herself very orderly and well
while she tarried there, being willing to
learn to read, and receive such other in-
structions as those she lived with thought
themselves obliged to give her ; but the
death of her pious mistress about a year
after her first coming to that house, oc-
casioned her returnmng to her father’s
house again, though her master would
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not otherwise have parted with her, not
having observed any thing in her deport-
ment which he disliked.

After her return to her father and
mother, she continued to behave herself
well, being very obedient to them. She
was very giligent in her business, mind-
ed her book, and was willing to go to
meeting as often as she could.

She appeared also careful to abstain
from sin, and her parents observed that
she prayed in secret places; and once
when they had been abroad, and did not
return till after she had done looking for
them, they, when they came to the door,
heard her praying with the children,
which they had left in her care and
charge.

As she took heed that she sinned not,
but lived very blamelessly, so she was a
very serious reprover of sin in others,
especially those of the family in which
she lived ; insomuch that her father as-
sured me, that all who belonged to the
hoyse stood in awe of her, even her pa-
rents as well as, others, she having the
courage to let them know, that she was
grieved at such bad conduct as she saw
in them, or otherwise knew that they
L
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were guilty of ; and yet had the prudence
to manage her reproofs so inoffensively,
as mnot to give them any occasion to be
offended with her.

Growing unhealthy some years before
she died, as her bodily weakness grew
upon her, her spiritual strength seemed
to mcrease more and more : she there-
fore now discoursed more freely about
the concerns of her soul and another
world, than she had formerly done ; and
she told her relations, that the great
seriousness which she observed in her
mistress with whom she lived, and her
earnestness in prosecuting the work of
religion wherein she was engaged, was
that which first put her upon a deep
and serious consideration of her own
state and ways. She said, that she then
thought, that if she would obtain eternal
life, she must work out her own salvation
with fear and trembling, as she saw her
mistress did, and indeed which all about
her could not but observe.

One instance of this gitl’s following
the example herein set her, shall be
particularly mentioned.

One morning her father going out of
his house before it was quite light, and
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walking towards a spring not far off,
from which the family used to bring
water; he thought he heard near that
place the voice of his daughter, who went
out some time before him ; and going a
little further that way, he found that he
was not mistaken; for he then plainly
heard her speaking, and calling on God
for his mercy to be extended to her.
She then humbly confessed to him the
sins of her nature and life, and earnestly -
entreated him, for the merit’s sake of his
son Jesus Christ, to pardon and blot out
all her transgressions, and to renew and
sanctify her heart; saying to him, that
if he would graciously please so to do,
she would be then willing to leave this
world, and all her enjoyments in it, that
she might go to him, and be happy in his
presence for ever.

On the same day wherein her father
heard her thus praying to God, she be-
came more violently ill, and remained so
till she died. Being now much worse
than she had hitherto been, she express-
ed her apprehensions that she should not
recover of the sickness with which she
was visited, and her willingness to sub-
mit to the will of God ; also her earnest
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desire of being reconciled to him, and
her hopes of eternal salvation through
Jesus Christ, her only Saviour. She
also now called earnestly on God for the
manifestation of his favour to her soul,
and gave many good exhortations to all
her relations.

Some days before she died, she earn-
estly desired her father to commit to
writing, for the benefit of her relations,

some things which she then uttered:-

which her father doing not long after,
he since presented me with a copy of
the same ; which having now before me,
I shall bere insert the substance of it,
which is as follows.

I know assuredly, said she, that such
is the condition of mankind, that there
is no rest for them any where in this
world : 1 choose therefore to go to my
father, rather than tarry any longer in it.

Then praying, she said, Therefore
now, O my heavenly Father, if thou
pleasest so to do, prepare my soul to be
saved by thee in the place of heavenly
rest, which thou hast prepared for thy
people ; and then I know | shall certain-
ly have everlasting joy in thy salvation.
If, therefore, O God, thou takest me
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away, take away likewise my sinfulbess
from me. And O that thou, O God,
wouldst ‘deal thus mercifully with all my
friends and brethren.

Having prayed, she then spoke thus to
her relations : And you, my brethren and
friends, 1 desire you would not be over
much grieved at my death ; but instead
thereof turn to, and call on God, aqd
then we shall see one another agair it
heaven.

Lastly, said she, I speak to you, my
father. 1 find in my heart, my father,
something that is a matter of very
great consequence t0 you; it greatly
concerns you, that turning to God, you
call constantly upon him as long as you
live, which if you do, your Qrod will
show a great favour to you, O will great-
ly bless you, and you shall have great
joy, or comfort ; but if you do not, you
will be wretched and miserable for ever.

You ought to consider how exceed-
ingly dreadful their pain and torment
will be, who go to hell, or to the place

of wicked spirits.

See that you abstain from drunken-
pess. I entreat you, my father, i the
name of our merciful King in heaven,
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that you would write these words for the
use of my brethren and friends, that so
they may duly consider their own souls.

—4*.—

THE LAD WHO LOVED THE BIBLE.

JOB TUPHAUS,

Who died in the year 1714, in the 15th year of his age.

Tais youth was a son of William
and Bethia Tuphaus. His mother has
informed wme, that the first child she had
being a daughter, and dying while very
young, she had none but sons for many
years after; and that being very desi-
rous of having another daughter, she
prayed earnestly to God, that he would,
if it pleased him so to do, bestow one
upon her; but if he saw good to deny
her request herein, he would then please
to give her such a son, as would be as
great a comfort to her as a daughter
would be if she had one. Her next

child was Job, of whom I am now giving

1-_:""'
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some account of, and he appeared to
have in him such good things as God
does endue those with, for whom he
has a favour, and intends to make heirs
of his eternal kingdom.

This Job was one that feared God and
eschewed evil. He seemed, when he
was but a child, to stand in awe that
he sinned not ; he was not given to any
of those vices to which the generality of
boys are addicted. He was very obedi-
ent to his parents, and diligent and faith-
ful in any business that he was set about.
He was willing and desirous to go to
meeting, and seemed loth to omit any
opportunity of attending the public du-
ties of religion. He was also very care-
“ul to attend family worship, and seemed
t¢ be very serious in it.

He was sick near a year before he
died, in which time he showed a great
delight in hearing the word of God read;
and sometimes desired his mother to
read in the book of Psalms to him.
Psalms of prayer he was most desirous
to have read in his hearing, and would
seem to be delighted and refreshed when
they were so, and would lift up his
bands and give thanks. When Psalms
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were sung in the family, he used to join
with his voice in the singing of them,
though the state of his body was very
weak and low.

Once after family prayer, his mother
asked him what were his thoughts of his
own condition 7 He answered that he
thought that he should quickly die.
And are you, said she, willing to die ?
I am, said he, if God will please to be-
stow his grace upon me; for then he
will deliver me from all my pain and
sorrow for ever. I love my relations,
said he, but I am willing to leave them
all, and go to God; and I desire that
God would help me more and more to
put my trust in him. I would not have
you troubled at my death, for we must
all of us die, one as well as another.
And though I go a little hefore my
friends and relations, they must quickly

follow after me. But do you, said his

mother, hope you shall be saved? I
earnestly desire, said he, that God would
have mercy on me, and I put my trust
in my God.

The day before his death, his mother
again asked him, whether he was willing
to die? He answered, that he was.
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But do you, said she, love God? Yes,
said he, I do.

After he was speechless, he held out
his hand to his mother, grandmother,
and brother, severally, and took them by
theirs ; and so, taking his leave of them,
went, as it is hoped, to that God in whom
he trusted.

THE AFFECTIONATE DAUGHTER.

JERUSHA OHQUANHUT,

Who died November 14th, 1714, in the 18th year of her age.

JerusHA OHQuaNHUT Was a daughter
of Peter Ohquanhut, and Dorcas his
wife ; Peter being one of the then Pas-
tors of the Indian church on the west
end of Martha’s Vineyard.

Her religious parents taught her to
read, and to repeat her Catechism,
while she was but young; they also
taught her to call upon God when she .
was but a little girl, and she seemed to
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be very sober while but a child, and
used to pray according to the instruction
given her: nor was she addicted to any
vice, but behaved herself well, and was
very obedient to her parents.

When she was scarcely 15 years old,
her father endeavouring to pass the
Sound in a canoe, was there taken by a
French privateer, and carried far away ;
but whither, neither his own family, nor
any other here, could tell.

At this sad event, this daughter of his,
and his family, were exceedingly troub-
led’; but Jerusha encouraged herself and
the rest of her relations, in the power,
goodness, and providence of God, and
expressed her dependence on him for
the preservation and safe return of her
father, in his good time. She now put
her friends in mind how God delivered
Daniel out of the lions’ den, and the
three children out of the fiery furnace,
into which they were cast; and from
thence inferred how easy a thing it was
with God to set her father at liberty,
and bring him home to his family again.

Having such a faith, she exercised the
same in fervent prayer for her father’s
return ; and her mother perceiving that
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she was now very constant and earnest
in her secret devotions, and knowing
that she had been long used to call on
the Lord, would sometimes invite and
persuade her to pray in the family, there
being none but themselves and little
children in it; nor was she at a loss
how to express herself pertinently in the
duty, but prayed like one accustomed to
it; as indced she was, and had for a
long time been.

In these addresses to Heaven, she
prayed with much affection, and ordina-
rily with tears, enforcing her petitions
with proper arguments taken out of the
word of God, to which she was no
stranger ; nor did she fail of mentioning
ber father’s case in any of the prayers
thus presented to God by her.

While she was thus earnest with God
for the return of her father, he put it in
the hearts of the French to release him,
and set him on shore ; and he being at
liberty, returned home to his family at
Gayhead, in abouta month after he was
taken.

This young woman, on the news of
her father’s return, he being already

_come as far as the next town, was so

-
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exceedingly affected, as to fall.into a
swoon ; but being in a short time recov-
ered out of it, she expressed her great
joy and thankfulness to God for his
great goodness manifested to him and
his family.

Not long after this, she signified her
intentions to her parents of renewing
her covenant with God, and asking an
admission to the table of the Lord.
Being encouraged by them so to do, and
giving good evidence of a work of grac
on her soul, she was by the Church
readily admitted when she was but very
little above 15 years of age: nor did
this young woman ever, by any improp-
er conduct, bring reproach on religion,
or the Church of which she was a mem-
ber.

As she appeared to be a very pious
person in the time of her health, so she
did in the time of that sickness of
which she died, behaving herself as be-
came an heir of God’s eternal kingdom.
I shall conclude my account of her with
the last words she spoke before she
died ; which being penned by her father,
to whom, with the rest of her friends,
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she spoke them, were in writing deliv-
ered to me as follows.

«“ My father, these are my last words
to you, now at my death. Worship God
fervently, and be not much troubled for
me ; for as for me, I am going to my
heavenly Father. Serve God, therefore,
with greater diligence and fervency than
you used to do while I was in health.
And all you, my other friends, whom I
know to have Joved me, and who are
also beloved of me, if you are sorry for
my leaving you, seek for me with Jesus
Christ, and there you shall find me, and
with him we shall see one another for
ever.”

RELIGION IN A LITTLE CHILD.

LYDIA OHQUANHUT,

‘Who died in the year 1715, when she was five years old.

SHE was a sister of Jerusha Ohquan-
hut, and she was, like her, instructed in
the first principles of religion as soon as

#
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she was capable of such instructions :
and it seems that it pleased the Holy
Spirit of God, by his sanctifying influ-
ence, to make very early impressions on
her soul. She conducted herself on all
accounts very inoffensively, before she
was seized with the sickness -of which
she died ; being obedient to her parents,
and not addicted to any vice : but it was
not till after she was taken ill with that
sickness that put an end to her life, that
such things appeared in her, as did more
fully discover her to be a new creature,
and an heir of that salvation, of which,
those who call on the name of the Lord,
have a promise made to them.

Her father being affected with some
of the expressions she then used, com-
mitted them to writing, and thereby
furnished me with what I shall here
further relate concerning her.

When her mother perceived that she
was dangerously ill, she wept over her ;
which the sick child observing, said to
her, * My mother, do not weep, for it is
to heaven that I am going. ~Jerusha is
already gone to heaven, and now I am
going to heaven also.” And she further
solemnly said at the same time. ¢ We
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must all of us die, we mustall of us die,
we must all of us die I’

Two days after this, she called on the
Lord, and said, ¢ Oh God! have mercy
on me; Oh God! have mercy on me;
Oh God! have mercy on me.’

A while after, she spoke thus to her
father ;—¢ My father, I desire you would
teach me how I ought to pray.’ Her
father, in answer to her request, taught
her several petitions which he thought
proper, and suitable for her to make use
of; and she did as fast as she could, learn
them, and with great affection, improve
them, calling on the Lord in the words
in which she was so directed to pray to
him, and frequently repeating the peti-

" tions so put up by her. At length her

friends, perceiving that she was jast dy-
ing, her father taught her to call upon
her Saviour in these words, Lord Jesus
Christ, receive my soul; and she most
readily accepting her father’s direction,
thus to commit her spirit to the hands of
her Redeemer, did frequently, while she
lay dying, in these words call upon him:
and after she was so far spent, as not to
be able to speak audibly, she was sup-
posed to centinue so praying, her lips
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moving as long as she had any life left
1a her.

_ Thus this child breathed out her soul
into the hands of God her Saviour..

—scloe—

TRANSFORMING POWER OF PIETY.

LABAN PANU,
Who died at Gayhead, November 6th, 1715, aged ten years.

TaE father of this child was a devoted
Indian Minister, viz. Joash Panu. His
mother was a pious woman who is yet
living, Naomi Panu, a widow.

He did not appear to have any fear
of God before his eyes till aboat two.
vears before he died, but seemed rather
to be an evident instance of the truth of’
that word of God, The wicked are es-
tranged from their birth ; they go astray
as soon as they are born. Till he was:
nearly nine years old, he was rude and
disorderly, was apt to profane the Sab--
bath day, and could scarcely be restrain-
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ed from playing at mecting. Nor did
the many good instructions and exhor-
tations given him by his parents appear
to have any good effect upon him.

His parents, grieved with his irregu-
larities, at length began to deal more
sharply with him, -taking that advice of
the wise man, Correct thy son, and he
shall give thee rest: and as they found
the counsel good, so they found the

romise true; for due corrections thus
added to good instructions, did, by God’s
blessing, soon produce a remarkable
change in the conduct and behaviour of
their child. He very suddenly appeared
to be much more sober and orderly than
he used to be ; and thus becoming sober,
he soon discovered also a religious seri-
ousness.

About this time he told his mother,
that formerly he had not believed there
was a God, but now he was persuaded
that there was one, who had placed him
here in this world. And for what
end, said his mother, do you think that
God has placed you here, as he has
done? That I might seek and serve
him, said the child ; and as our Creator
has placed us here upon earth, so he

¥
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will shortly remove us again from it.
His intelligent and devout mother then
stating the doctrine of the final judg-
ment to him, he readily asserted his firm
persuasion of the truth and certainty of
that doctrine: and he behaved himself
as one, that must be brought into judg-
ment for all which he said and did.

Having thus become serious, he appli-
ed himself with diligence to the reading
of his books, which he had before too
much neglected ; and he now also stud-
ied his Catechism, and would often of
his own accord repeat by heart the ques-
tions and answers, which he had hefore
learned. And he and some of the other
children of the family that lived near,
used by turns to catechise one another ;
by which means the knowledge of this
child, as well as some of the rest, was
considerably increased.

His mother sometimes hearing of him
at these exercises, would ask him, wheth-
er he really believed the truth of the
answers in his Catechism, which he re-
peated, making this demand more espe-
cially when he came to answers of the
greatest importance ; and he would still,
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in answer to her, declare his firm belief
of the truths which he so learned.

Thus telieving, it might soon be said
of him, Behold he prayeth : and he was
sometimes heard and seen calling upon
God his Saviour.

His mother several times observing
that he was alone, saying something
which she could not so hear as to under-
stand, she once asked’him what, and to
whom, he used tospeak in his retire-
ments? To which he answered, that
he used to speak to God, and pray to
him, to pardon all his sins, and make
him good. His father also sometimes
found him alone in the woods, calling on
the name of the Lord ; and sometimes
heard him in the depth of the night,
when he was upon his bed, crying to
God for his mercy and salvation ; as in
a paper, wherein he hath set down the
time of his birth and death, he has de-
clared.

The father of this child observing such
good things in him, would sometimes
tell his wife and others, that he thought
he should not long enjoy him : by which
he was supposed to intend, that his little
son had his conversation so much in




o b

b

L

< AT

<%

L Y

WRAFE

l_‘\ - =

64 PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN.

heaven, that he thought he would be soon
ripe for that place, and be removed to it.

He several times confessed the sinful-
ness of his heart and life, especially to
his father, when he was instructing and
exhorting him; and he particularly la-
mented his previous bad habits, and
sometimes cautioned his younger brothers
and sisters against such evils

He talked often of his own frailty
and mortality, and that even while he
appeared to be in health ; and sometimes
let fall such expressions as seemed to in-
timate, that he thought he should very
shortly die. And he did as he conjec-
tured, living a natural life scarcely two
years after he began to live a spiritual
one.

He was sick but about a month before
he died; in which time he behaved him-
self as became a youth that remembered.
his Creator.

Soon after he was taken ill, his moth-
er asking him whether he was willing to
die and leave this world, and all his en-
joyments In it, he, after a little pause,
said, that he found in himself an unwil-
lingness at present so todo. But whyr
said his mother to him, this is & very
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troublesome world, here are many afflic-
tions to be undergone ; whereas heaven
is a most excellent place, wherein there
is no trouble or sorrow to be endured.
I am concerned, said the child weeping,
for my little brother, (one younger than
himself ;) I now keep with him and look
after him : but if I die, I can take no
more care of him. Do not, said his
mother, let that trouble you; if you die
before your brother, it will not be long
before he will follow after you; and if
you go to heaven, he will, if he loves
and serves God, come thither to you,
and there live with you for ever; the
which that he may do, I will endeavour
to teach him to know and serve the
Lord. Do you therefore seek to God
to prepare you for your end ; and be
willing to die, and go to your God, when
he sees it best to call you. Yea, said
the lad smiling, I will be so : I will now
set my heart no longer upon my brother,
nor be unwilling to leave him. Come
hither, Joseph, said he to him ; who
then coming to him, he took him by the
hand and said, Farewell! my brother;
you shall not offend or hinder me any
longer ; be thou diligent in seeking God.
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After this, he never discovered the
least unwillingness to die, but set him-
self to seek the Lord with his whole
heart, and called daily upon him for his
mercy to be extended to him, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, his only Saviour ;
and also frequently desired his father to
pray for him, and sometimes his mother
also, in his father’s absence.

He now discoursed much of the things
of God and another world, frequently
calling God his heavenly father, and
speaking of Jesus Christ as his only
Redeemer and Saviour: but what the
sentences were ‘he then uttered, cannot
now be distinctly remembered, not hav-
ing been committed to writing.

He underwent much pain in the time
of his sickness, and sometimes said that
he could not forbear groaning under his
affliction ; yet he said it was God that
laid the same upon him; and he bore
with much patience the mighty hand of
God, which he was then under, constant-
ly trusting in and crying to him only for
deliverance.

When he perceived that he was nigh
to death, he said but little to any that
were about him, but kept almost contin-
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ually praying to God, often saying, Oh!
my heavenly father, have mercy on me.

When his friends asked him whether
he was willing to die, and whether he
had hopes that God would save him, he
still answered affirmatively to these ques-

tions. ! .
After his voice so failed him that he

could not pronounce perfect sentences,
he still kept praying to God, and saying,
Woi—Woi—Woi; which may be ren-
dered in English, I pray—I pray—1I pray;
which were the last words he ever was
heard to speak.

—scjoo—

THE GIRL WHO MADE CHRIST HER PORTION.

JANE POMIT,

Who died at Chilmark, in the year 1716, aged eighteen years.

Jane was a daughter of Jesse Pomit,
an Indian of Gayhead. Her father died
while she was very young.

She was early taught to read, and-
was also instructed in her Catechism,
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and had by her mother and grandmother
many good counsels given her. Nor
were the means used for her good lost ;
for she was obedient to her mother,
willing to receive instructions, and loved
to read her book and go to meeting.

When she was ten or eleven yearsold,
the good instructions given her began to
make a very observable impression upon
her: she would then weep and be much
affected, when spoken to about the things
of God and another world, seeming to
lay to heart what was said to her.

Some time after this, her mother being
poor, and living with her and one or two
more of her children in a little poor cot-
tage, and having a little son some years
younger than this daughter, then in a sick
and low condition, she was put to great
straits for a livelihood for herself and
little ones ; and particularly her little son
David, for that was his name, did some-
what suffer for want of such things as,
in regard of his present low and weak
condition, he needed. This being ob-
served by his sister, of whom I am here
speaking, she with great compassion and
sympathy applied herself to him, con-
doling the misery of his present state,
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and declaring to him how much better it
would be for him, if he were fit to die,
to leave this world, and go to that better
country which is above in heaven; and
she earnestly pressed him to prepare for
that place, telling himn, as well as she
could, what we must do to be saved ; as
that he must love God, and pray to him.

Nor did she once only thus address
herself to him, but did several times,
with much affection; telling him what an
excellent and glorious place heaven is,
and how dreadful the torments of hell
were, and how much it concerned him
to endeavour to escape the one and obtain
the other ; declaring this to be her own
resolution so to do: and so earnest was
she sometimes with him, that she would
not leave him till he owned the truth
and importance of what she said to him.
It is said that the girl herself was thus
treated when she was a child ; and if so,
it is the less wonder that she should deal
so pungently with her little brother.

I desire my reader to pardon the di-
gression, if I here, as in a parenthesis,
give some further account of the little
boy so instructed by his sister. He did
not at first appear to be very much af-

&
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fected with what she said to him; but
before he died, which he did not long
after, when he was about nine years old,
he was concerned about his eternal state,
and called upon God for mercy ; so that
there was some ground of hope that he
died well ; and this is all that I have to
say about him.

The young woman being sick herself,
after the death of her brother, called
earnestly upon God to extend his favour
to her; entreating him to spare and
lengthen out her life a little longer, and
made promises that she would endeavour
to live to him. God heard her request,
spared her life ; and she performed her
promises to him, owning her obligations
to serve and love him.

Being now sixteen years of age, or
something upwards, she expressed a
great desire of enjoying God in all his
ordinances ; and gave so good an account
of her knowledge of the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent,
and her experience of a work of grace
on her soul, that she was with good
satisfaction admitted to full communion
in the church, of which Mr. Joash Panu
was the pastor. Nor did she ever, while

PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN. LTl

she lived, give the Church any cause to
repent of their having admitted her.

About the time of her being admitted
to the privileges of the Church, or rather
before it, her mother’s wigwam being
gone to ruin, they had no house of their
own to dwell in, but would get entertain-
ment as they could in the houses of oth-
ers. But this way of living did not
please the daughter, who therefore told
ber mother, that she earnestly desired
that she would again endeavour to geta
little wigwam to live in; for, said she,
we cannot worship and serve God so
constantly and comfortably in the way
we are in, as we might if we had a house
of our own, in which we might daily call
upon him. She further told her mother,
that being in an unhealthy state of body,
she should on that account choose rather
to have a house of their own, in which
she might live and die, than to be in other
people’s houses.

Her mother hearkening to her, and
getting a little wigwam according to her
desire, they there lived together, and
called daily on God, as the daughter had
proposed ; and there she also died about
a year after.
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Being settled in their much desired
wigwam, the daughter asked her mother
to grant her the privilege of sometimes
expressing orally, or with her voice, the
prayers to be jointly put up to God by
them; which request her mother readily
and with much pleasure granted, desiring
her daughter to pray every evening, she
taking her turn in the -morning: nor
was the mother any ways disturbed by
thus employing her daughter, but much
edified with the gift of prayer with which
God favoured her. She would say, that
as her daughter was able, 1n a very suit-
able manner, to express the wants and
desires of her own soul, and those of
others whom she was bound to pray for,
so she generally called upon God with
much fervency and affection, and often
with many tears poured out her soul be-
fore him.

Bodily weakness increasing rapidly
on this pious young woman, she never
was more than twice able to attend the
administration of the Lord’s supper,
after she was admitted to a participation
in it, though she very much desired to
have partaken of it oftener ; and yet the
comfort she received at the table of the
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Lord, when she was enabled to come to
it, was such as that she was no loser by
seeking the privilege.

When she came home in the evening,
the first time she was at this feast, she
opened her mouth in the praises of God,
because he had granted her the favour
which she had desired of him ; and pro-
fessed that she had met with comfort
and refreshment in the duty she had been
attending.  She likewise experienced
divine consolation the last time she was
at the Sacrament, and declared the same
to her relations at her return from it;
adding at the same time, that she thought
she should no more in this world partake
of the feast at which she had then been
entertained; but that she hoped she
should be again admitted to it in the
Church that is above.

This being in August, she died the
next spring after, being in the mean time
very diligent in her preparations for that
great change which she expected and
waited for. She often called upon God
for the mercies she needed, not forget-
ting to pray for others also. She utter-
ed also many excellent and savory sen-
tences, which cannot now be distinctly

a¥*
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remembered. And she mightily encour-
aged her poor afflicted mother, desiring
her to put her trust in God, and pray to
him without ceasing. Mr. Joash, her
pastor, often visited and discoursed with
her, and was well satisfied with what
she said to him : others, who were well
acquainted with her, have also given her
a good character.

One day, a little before she died, be-
moaning her. brother, whom she was to
leave alone, (the rest of her brothers and
sisters being dead) her mother told her
she should not distress herself about him;
God would provide for him after her
death, as well as while she lived.
Hearing this remark, after a little pause,
she called to her mother and said, My
mother, I will no more too much love my
brother, or any thing else here; I will
henceforth love none but Jesus Christ.

Accordingly, after this, she spoke of
this world and its enjoyments, as things
which she did not set her heart upon;
but professing the hope of enjoying ev-
erlasting mercies through the merits of
the Son of God, her only Saviour, she
declared her willingness to die, and go
to him ; and thus did she take her leave
of this vale of tears.
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AN EXAMPLE FOR CHILDREN WHO GO TO

SCHOOL.

s

BETHIA SISSETOM,

Who died in October 1721, aged nineteen years.

THis young woman was the daughter
of an Indian, commonly called Oggin,
or Haukim, and his wife Hannah, who
was a pious woman.

She had a very pious grandfather,
whose name was Joel Sims, and a godly
grandmother ;" the last of whom had op-
portunity and a heart, by her good
example and instructions, to promote her
salvation. She was a great grandchild
of that excellent Indian, who prayed very
earnestly for his offspring when he was
dying.

These were great advantages ; but it
seems God still designed some better
thing for her, of which those here men-
tioned were but means and steps towards
her attainment. She behaved herself
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from a child in some good measure as a
person so privileged ought to do; was
very obedient to her parents, diligent
and faithful in what she was set about,
and not known to be any way vicious ;
and yet not free from some of those van-
ities to which young people are very
commonly subject.

There being seldom, while she was
young, any school near to which she
could be sent, and she being so exceed-
ingly desirous to learn to read, that no
difficulties lying in the way could discour-
age her from it, she used to embrace
every opportunity she could obtain to
read a lesson to any one that would hear
her. Her mother was but a poor reader,
and her father seldom at home; but
some of her neighbours seeing how much
she was set upon learning her book, and
kindly offering to hear her read if she
would come to them when they could
attend to it, she thankfully accepted the
offer, going very often to them; and
though the circumstances of the family to
which she belonged, were such that she
could scarcely be spared long enough
from it to go and read a lesson or two in
a day; yet she would, by her great in-
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dustry, redeem time, for that in which
she so much delighted. In this way she
Jearned to read better than many do who
have a school to go to, and time to
attend it.

Having with difficulty attained this
skill, she with a proportionable diligence
improved it, delighting much in reading
such books as might be advantageous to
her ; and in this way especially, arrived
to some good measure of knowledge in
the things of God and his kingdom,
insomuch that her mother, after she died,
acknowledged that her daughter exceeded
her, and kmew much more than she did.

Though she made a good use of her
books while she was in health, yet they
became more especially serviceable to her
after she fell into a consumption, under
which she lingered about a year and
a half before she died, being unable for
the greater part of that time to go to
meeting.

When she first began to languish, she
thought she saw death approaching to-
wards her, but was then far from being
able to bid him welcome. She still saw
terror in the face of that king of terrors ;
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and she could not yet say with pleasure,
¢ I shall go to the gates of the grave.”
She was still in the dark, as to her
state before God ; and she could not be
willing to die without a comfortable hope
of his love to her soul : she was therefore
now, more than ever before, observed to
work out her own salvation with fear and
trembling, and to use all diligence to
make her calling and election sure. She
now confessed the sins and failures of her
life, and cried daily to God her saviour,

that his grace and mercy might be ex-’

tended to her, and her sins be all par-
doned, and her soul saved.

Her pious grandmother before-men-
tioned; being now with her, frequently
comforted her in her affliction, and greatly
encouraged her in the work wherein she
was engaged ; but, which was infinitely
better, God wrought in her, both to will
and to do, of his own good pleasure.

God thus speeding the work, it was
not long before it was with her as the
light of the morning when the sun riseth,
even as a morning without clouds. All
her fears of death were now vanished
away ; and not this world, but heaven,
was the place of her ardent desire. She
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declared that she could leave father and
mother, and brothers and sisters, and all
that had been dear to her here, that she
might go to God, who was her exceed-
ing joy.

About this time, a godly English neigh-
bour going to visit her, was edified by
hearing many good and comfortable ex-
pressions which she uttered: among other -
things, she said that the thoughts of
death had been, in the first of her sick-
ness, very bitter to her; but that having
got over that difficulty, she was now
willing to die and leave this world, and
all the enjoyments in it.

Her discourses, after she thus attained
to peace in believing, were continually
such as became a child of God, living
within the view of that glory to which
she expected in a short time to arrive.
But those who were then frequently with
her, will not trust their memories so far
as to undertake to give a particular ac-
count of what she said ; only they affirm,
that she expressed herself very piously
and comfortably, and that she did migh-
tily exhort and encourage her relations to
depart from all iniquity, and be diligent
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seekers of God, to whom she hoped she
was going ; and did, I trust, to her un-
speakable joy. ~

—eofoe—

THE HUMBLE INDIAN BOY.

TOBIT POTTER,

Who died at Oakbame, in the year 1722, aged thirteen years.

Taxe lad of whom I here write, was
a son of Elizabeth Uhquat.

In the ninth year of his age he was
put to live in a religious English family
in Tisbury, where continuing about four
years, he was carefully instructed in the
great truths of religion; and it is from
the pious mistress with whom he lived,
that I have received the substance of
what I have to relate concerning him.
He was very ready and apt to learn his
Catechism, and to receive such other in-
structions as were given to him, increas-
ing daily in knowledge by the means used
with him.
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As he increased in knowledge, he ap-
peared to be under convictions, said he
was in trouble, and needed instruction ;
and would, if he were not ashamed,
speak with some Minister about his case ;
for he thoughtthat Ministers knew more
than others, and should be honoured
more, as coming to us in Christ’s stead.

He also inquired whether Ministers
prayed for all, saying he thought they
did, but did not know whether their
prayers would reach him who was of
another nation. He was told that none
were excluded, and was put in mind of
that text of Scripture, God is no respect-
er of persons; but in every nation, he
that feareth him, and worketh righteous-
ness, is accepted with him.

He was very willing to go to meeting,
and told his mistress, that though he
could remember but little of what he
heard, yet he made as good use as he
could of what he did remember, and stud-
ied the same daily.

‘He was very careful to attend reading
and prayer in the family in which he
lived, and hearkened diligently to what
he heard read, endeavouring to remem-
ber as much as he could.

H
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Questions being put to him on the
answers in the Assembly’s Catechism,
he gave pertinent answers; so that it
appeared that he was not only able to
repeat his Catechism, but that in some
good measure he understood it.

He learned several pious poems by
heart ; and among others, those verses
for children, in which are these words :

I may not sin as others do,
Lest I lie down in sorrow too.

Which verse having once repeated, he
said, to lie down, was to die, and in sor-
row, was in hell ; and he often made
such pertinent observations on other
things.

He was careful to pray in secret to-
wards the latter part of his time; and
manifested a desire to see the Lord’s
supper administered, and more than once
did.

He once said, that when he looked
on the moon and stars, and other won-
ders of creation, he considered that these
things could not have been, if there had
not been a God, who made them.

He said he loved good people better
than others, because he thought they
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belonged to God ; and being desired to
do an errand or two for the Minister, he
said he had rather do things for him than
not, because he was a Minister ; and that
he did not desire any reward for what
he did.

Having a fit of sickness about a year
before he died, he then said he prayed
daily for himself as well as he could, but
desired that his master would also pray
for him. Being asked what he desired,
he answered, That God would forgive
all his sins, and give him an interest in
his Son Jesus Christ.

After his recovery, he told his mistress,
that he had been sometimes formerly
guilty of lying ; but that he was resolved
to do so no more, though he should suf-
fer for what faults he committed, being
known.

Once speaking of a servant who had
been unfaithful, he said he would not
do as he did ; for he had heard the pre-
cept, Servants, obey your masters.

He would sometimes say, that he
thought he should be willing to die if he
were prepared; and being asked why,
he answered, Because he should then
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enjoy God, which he thought was man’s
greatest happiness.

He said once, when he came from
meeting, that hearing the Minister men-
tion those words, If my father and moth-
er forsake me, the Lord will take me
up; he was glad to hear this, for that
he thought he had no bedy to take care
of him. And he would frequently men-
tion passages in sermons which he heard,
and make pertinent remarks upon them.

When he was catechised, and when
good instructions were given him, he
would be affected even to weeping.

He was a great lover of books, and
said, that he would not take twenty
shillings for one of them.

If prayers were not in the family and
he present, he would be troubled.

He was thankful for such good instruc-
tions as were given to him; and when
he went from his master, a few months
before he died, he told his mistress he
thanked her for all the good she had
ever done him.

Being unhealthy when he left his
master, he returned to his mother, and
not long after died. His behaviour and
discourses till his death were still such
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as they formerly had been, very serious
and pious: but he not being able to speak
Indian very well, and none of the Indi-
ans with him in his sicknes, except his
mother, being able fully to understand
what he said in English, a particular
account of what he said in that time
cannot be given; as his mother died
a little after him.

I was in general informed, that he
was sensible that he was likely to die,
and very diligent in preparing for bis
change. He prayed much himself, and
desired others to pray with and for him:
and he attained to the comfortable hope
of eternal happiness in another world,
before he left this; and comforted his
distressed mother by acquainting her
with his mind.

Particularly on the morning of the day
wherein he died, he did so; for being
then observed to look more lively than
he had for some time, and his mother
observing him to clap his hands and
smile, she asked him why hedidso? To
which he answered, Because | am to die
this day. How know you that? said
his mother. I do know, said he, that it
will be so. Are you then willing to

u*




" et

86 PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN,

die ? said she. [ am, said he. And
why ? said his mother. Because, said
he, 1 shall then go to Jesus Christ, and
be with him for €ver.

This his mother related to the mis-
tress with whom he bad lived, on the
day of his funeral.

His pious mother sent for me to come
and pray with him a little before he died ;
but he had become speechless before i
could get to him; and so I could then,
have no discourse with him, for which I
was grieved. But I doubt not that he
died in the Lord.

—=ofas—

THE CHILD MADE HAPLY IN DEATH.

HANNAH SOOPASUN,

Daughter of Joel and Sarah Soopasun of Clhristian-town, who died
May 12, 1723, when about eleven years and two months old.

Tue parents of this child being pro-
fessors of religion, took care that she
might be well educated. They sent her
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to school while young, that so she might
learn to read ; and she made good profi-
ciency. She was also pretty well 1m-
structed in her Catechism, SO that she
understood in some good measure the
great truths of religion. '

The school failing to which she was
sent, her parents put hev 1o an English
master and mistress, intending that she
should live some years with them, and
ceceive farther instructions. But the
girl proving sickly at that house, after
she had been sometime there, it was
agreed that she should again go and live
with her parents. _

She delighted much in going to meet-
ing, so that she would not willingly miss
any opportunity ; she was also very apt
and willing to learn to refad, and to re-
ceive such other instructions as were
needed.

She seemed grieved, when by her
long sickness she was detained from the
house of God; and told one of her sis-
ters, that she would not stay at home
as she did, if she was well enough to go
to meeting. :

When she grew so ill that her friends
suspected she would not recover, an



88 PIOUS INDIAN CHILDREN.

understood what their apprehensions
were, she seemed much concerned about
it, and death for some time appeared
very terrible to her : And now she seem-
ed to be sensible of her sins, and con-
fessed some of which she had been guilty.
She frequently desired her father to pray
for her, which he at her request readily
did, and made it one of his requests to
God, that her life might be spared, and
her health restored; but she at length
told him, that she desired he would no
longer pray for her life, telling him that
she thought that God intended her sick-
ness should be unto death ; and she now
earnestly desired him to pray for the par-
don of her sins, and the eternal salvation
of her soul. She also told him that she
wholly disregarded all her worldly en-
joyments, and was only concerned about
the things of another life.

She understood the doctrine of Re-
demption by Jesus Christ; and some-
times discoursed about it, improving it
for her relief and comfort, when she
was under a deep sense of her own sin-
fulness.

As the time of her death drew near,
she was very sensible of it, and not at
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all terrified ;\' but told her relations, that
she desired they would notlay the same
much to heart, since she had hopes of
changing this life for a better. .

A little before her death, she desired
that one of the Indian Ministers might
be sent for to pray with her: but by her
mother, desired him not to pray for her
recovery, but only that God would fit
her for and bring her to his everlasting
kingdom.

After this, she encouraged her rela-
tions to be diligent seekersof God ; and
told her father, that she was troubled
that he went so often to drinking houses,
and that he sometimes seemed to her to
have drank too much when he came
from them : and earnestly entreated him
to reform what was amiss.

When she perceived that she was
dying, she desired to be ponnmltted to
God by prayer; which being done, she
did herself call upon God, concluding
with that form of prayer which our Lord
taught his disciples to use. .
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AN EXAMPLE FOR SABBATH SCHOLARS.

SARAH COOMES,

‘Who died at Chilmark, March 10, 1723, aged six years, and nine months.

ThHis child’s great grandfather, on the
father’s side, was the memorable Hia-
coomes ; and for her grandfather, good
Mr. Samuel Cocmes. On the mother’s
side, she was a grandaughter to Deacon
Jonathan Amos.

Her mother being very sickly, and
dying some time before her, she lived
much with her mother’s mgther, who
carefully instructed her in the things of
God, and taught her to call upon him,
as soon as she began to be capable of
receiving instruction. To her great sat-
isfaction, her grandmother quickly found
that she had a relish for good things, by
ber frequently desiring her further to
open and explain the mysteries of re-
ligion.
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When shé asked to be instructed, she
usually did it in these words, Teach me
God, or instruct me concerning him.
Her grandmother finding her so willing
to hear, was as willing to go on in the
good work she had so happily begun.

As the child increased in knowledge,
she appeared to be more and more affect-
ed with a sense of the reality and im-
portance of the truths wherein she was
instructed ; and would frequently affirm
her belief of the truth and certainty of
them, saying, that though she could not
herself express them, yet she firmly be-

lieved them.
Nor did this child rest in the bare

knowledge of the things she learned, but
endeavoured also to put the same in
practice ; and evidently appeared to be
influenced thereby in her life.

Her grandmother having frequently
observed that she was unwilling to go
to bed early in the evening, though she
appeared to be very drowsy, and not
knowing the reason of it, the girl after
some time told her, that she desired to
stay up till her grandfather had been at
prayers in the family ; and from thence
forward used to do so. Nor did she con-
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tent herself with being at family worship,
without making her address to God by
herself alone, as her grandmother, and
others in the family, soon observed.

She lay sick a considerable time before
she died ; and continued to ask instruc-
tion in the things of God and the eter-
nal world, and to express her assent to
them. She in particular expressed her
steadfast belief of the doctyine of Christ’s
person, sufferings, and intercession for
sinners ; and when she prayed, she called
upon God to have mercy upon her fox
his sake.

She seemed to have a lively appre-
hension of a future life and a future world,
wherein rewards and punishments should
be distributed unto all, according to thelx
works in this.

When she drew near to her end, she
desired her grandmother not to be too
much grieved for her; for, said she, I
am now going to the house of God, and
when you go to God’s house also, we
shall again see one another with joy ;
and we shall there see others also, who
are gone before us, leaving us sorrowful
here behind them ; and then we shall
be where is everlasting joy. She desired
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her grandmother to be of good courage,
and go on stedfastly to serve God, not-
withstanding any opposition which she
might meet.

—selse—

A REMARKABLE LITTLE CHILD.

JOSEPH PEAG,

Who died at Christian-town, July 20, 1723, being four years and
twenty one days old.

JosepH was a son of Jacob and Sarah
Peag, both of them professing godliness.
They took care to instruct him in the
things of God. His pious grandmother
also laboured to make him understand
the first principles of religion. He was
scarcely three years old, before some
observable impressions were made on his
soul. He would of his own accord men-
tion God, and call him good and gracious,
and speak of the benefits which he re-
ceived as bestowed by him.

He used in the fourth year of his age

: 1
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to ask very notable questions in matters
of religion. He one day asked his
grandmother, how it was that good peo-
ple went to heaven when they died.
His grandmother, in answer, instructed
him in the doctrine of the immortality of
the soul, its separation from the body at
death, and its return to God who gave it.
All which the child seemed to understand,
and appeared to be well satisfied with
the answer.

At another time, this child asked his
grandmother whether Jesus Christ was
really God, or not? To which his
grandmother answered, that he was,
telling him that he was God’s only Son,
and further familiarly instracting him in
the doctrine of Christ’s incarnation, and
of his suffering in our stead to reconcile
us to God. The child seemed to under-
stand, and receive what she said, and
appeared to be much affected, expressing
his admiration at the goodness of God
and Christ appearing in this wonderful
way, contrived for the salvation of such
wicked creatures, as the children of

mer.
He one day asked his father, for
what end people sung when they went
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to meeting ? His father told him, that
it would be the great work and business
of good people to praise God when they
went to heaven ; and that singing being
one way in which they would then praise
him, they were now previously learning
to praise and glorify God’s name.—I
desire then, said the child, to learn to
sing too; may 1 not, said he, so do?
To which his father answering that he
might, he seemed to be pleased with
that answer. After this, whenever he
heard persons singing of Psalms, which
was frequently practised at the house of
an Indian Minister just by, the child
would slip away thither, and with great
sobriety attend that exercise to the con-
clusion ; and did also frequently attempt
to sing by himself; though being but a
child, he therein acted as a child.

There would sometimes be unhappy
disputes betwixt the parents of this poor
child, at which he would be much dis-
tressed, and would sometimes run out of
doors, as if he were not able to endure
the house, where his parents were con-
tending ; yea, so much aflected was he
at their quarrels, that he could not for-
bear telling his parents, that they were
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very evil, and God was offended at them,
desiring them to leave off their quarrels,
lest they should provoke God to bring
evil upon them ; and one day he told his
grandmother, being abroad with her,
that he was weary of living in the
world, by reason of the sin and disorder
he saw in it, instancing in particular
the differences of his parents; telling
her that he had rather die, and go to the
house of God, than live any longer in so
bad a place as this. And ‘such a desire
of dying, and going 1o the house of God,
he at another time expressed to a pious
aunt of his, who meeting him abroad,
spake something to him of God and
heaven.

When this child saw his parents under
any difficulties, he would frequently ex-
press his grief at them, but would say to
them, that, if they would love and serve
God, they should shortly go to his house,
where they should be happy for ever.

When he saw some Indians drunk, he
asked, What was the matter with them ?
and being informed, he manifested a
great abhorrence of their wickedness.
One day hearing that there were some
Indians drinking at a house near by, he
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asked, where his grandfather was? and
being answered, that he was at hon.w,
he expressed his joy at it, and said,
that his grandfather should not drink, as
other Indians do, for he was a Mannit-
toomp, i.e. aman of God, and God
would be greatly offended at it if he
drank to excess. He also desired his
own parents to abstain from drunkenness,
to which he saw many addicted.

He told his father and mother, that
they ought to be always very kind to old
men and women ; for, said he, they be-
long to God, and God has a great respect
for them, and will be angry with you if
you slight them. He now mentioned in
particular one old and good man, that
used to come to the house, as one that
he would have kindly treated.

When this child received any benefit,
he used to acknowledge that it was God
who bestowed it upon him, and would
bless and praise him for it ; thus he used
to bless God for his food when he re-
ceived it, and to call him a good God
on account of it.

The relations of this child frequently
heard him calling upon the Lord for his
mercy ; and do affirm, that in his prayers

I*
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he used to mention all the persons in the
adorable Trinity, asking the favours for
which he prayed in the name of Christ,
to be communicated by the Holy Spirit.
Apd that he distinctly prayed, that he
might be fitted to dwell in the house of
God, and then to go to it. He once
asked his grandmother, whether any
sinful or unclean thing could be in God’s
house ? meaning heaven : and being in-
formed that there could not, he probably
from thence saw it needful to pray.

In the early part of his sickness, he
talked much of God and heaven, and
expressed earnest desires of leaving the
w.vor]d, and going to the house of God,
for so heaven was constantly called by
him: yet he seemed to have something
lying on his mind, that much afflicted
him; this was the contentions of his
parents. But the Indian Minister being
sent for to pray with him, and knowing
what burden the child was under, on the
account mentioned, would not go to
prayer in the afflicted family, till he had
first laboured to convince the parents of
the distressed child, of the sinfulness of
those quarrels of theirs, whereby God
was greatly dishonoured, and on the ac-
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count whereof their poor sick child was
sorely afflicted. And the effect was,
that they both confessed their sins there-
in, and made promises, that they would
endeavour to live more peaceably for the
future.

The Minister having succeeded so
well in attempting to make peace in the
family, prayed wiih the sick child, who
was now very low and weak : he also
recommended to God the affair in which
he had just then been labouring with
some appearance of success. But while
he thus prayed, the parents of the chiid
sitting by him, one of them on the one
side, and the other on the other side,
the child stretched out his hands, with
one of them laying hold on the hand of
his father, and with the other on the
hand of his mother, and then pulled their
hands together, and put them one into
the other; which having done, he let
them_go again, as if he had accomplished
what he desired. Thus telling them
most forcibly, to continue to be at peace,
and to live in love.

After this, the child appeared very
much refreshed and comforted, but still
expressed earnest desires to die, and go
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to the house of the Lord. He very
frequently thanked and blessed God for
sending that sickness upon him. And
when his pain grew stronger, he would
renew his thanksgiving, and would still
speak of his sickness as the messenger
of God, sent to call him out of this world
to the house of God, to which he desired
to be gone. Once he held up his hand,
and beckoned with it, as though he de-
sired that some person would come to
him; and being asked why he did so ?
he said, he desired that God would come
and take him home to his own house.

——cioe—

THE CHILD WHO WARNED HIS PARENTS.

JESSE QUANNOOHUH,

Who died June 5th, 1724, in the eighth year of her age.

THE boy of whom I here speak was a
child of religious parents. He was put

to school to learn to read while young,
and made good progress as long as the
school continued ; but he soon after fell

———m
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into 2 languishing distemper, of which
she died.

Being apprehensive, after he had been
sick a while, that he was likely to die,
he of his own accord sent for Hosea
Manhut, an Indian Minister of the place,
to come and pray with him, and, as he
himself expressed it, to receive him, and
give him up to Jesus Christ. Hosea
being come, asked him, if he believed

the being of God? Yes, I do, said the

child to him. Where ishe ? said Hosea
to him. In heaven, said the child, hold-
ing up his hand. Hoses, Do you be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God ? Jesse,Yes, I do. Hosea, Where
is Christ 7 Jesse, In heaven. Hosea,
Do you believe that he is able to save
you? Jesse, I do so believe. And do
you, said Hosea, desire that he should so
do? Yes, said the child, I do desire it.

After this confession of faith, Hosea
loved him as a believing child, and
prayed, that Christ would receive him,
as the child desired he should.

Hosea being some time after this, on
a Lord’s-day, sent for fo pray with him,
I being then at that place, went with
him ; before he prayed, he put several
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questions to the child. then very sick
and weak, in order to my knowing what
knowledge of God, and sense of religion
he ‘had in him. And by his answers,
which much exceeded my expectations,
I found that he was not ignorant of those
great truths, the knowledge whereof are
ordinarily necessary to salvation. He
satisfied me, that ke believed the being
of the only true God, by whom all things
are created that exist: also of the doctrine
of the immortality of the soul, and of
eter.nal rewards in heaven, and of eternal
punishments in hell, after this life, he
appeared to have a lively apprehension.
He spoke of heaven as the place where
the blessed and glorious God was himself
graciously present; but thought of hell as
the place of devils and wicked men,
where they must be tormented for ever.
He was not ignorant of that state of sin
and guilt into which all mankind have
fallen. And he acknowledged himself a
sinful creature, needing pardon and
cleansing.

Of the doctrine of Redemption by
Christ, he appeared not to be ignorant,
but acknowledged him to be the only
Saviour of sinners. He owned his Di-
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vinity, as being the Son of God ; also
his incarnation, obedience, and sufferings
for sinuers.

He professed his desire to be interest-
ed in this Redemption by Christ, and
that he might be qualified to receive its
blessings.

After the Indian Pastor mentioned had
prayed with him, he seemed to be sensi-
bly revived, and was much better able to
speak than before.

I then asked him whether he did not
expect to die within a little time ? To
which he answered, that he did. I
again asked him, whether he was willing
to die, and leave this world, and all its
enjoyments? He replied, that he was.
I asked him, whether he hoped that God
would save him, and that he should go
to heaven when he died? His answer
was affirmative. I asked him, whether
he was sensible of his sins, and grieved
that he had sinned so much against God
as he had ? Te which he said, that he
was. 1 inquired of him, whether he
himself ever called upon God for his
salvation ? Answering that he did, his
parents bore witness to the truth of what
he said, declaring, that they had some-
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times heard him calling on the name of
the Lord, even before he wassick. And
a very credible person that was some-
times in the house, gave a like testi-
mony.

A few days before this child died, I
went again to visit him ; but he was so
weak that he could say little to me ; he
answered some questions that I put to
him, giving me to understand, that being
sensible of his sins, he trusted in Christ
as his only Saviour, and prayed to God
for pardon and eternal life through him,
and had such a hope of receiving the
same on his account, that he was very
willing to die, and leave the world and
all things in it; yea, that he chose to
die rather than live, and should not be
unwilling to die though it were then im-
mediately ; but yet was content to live
longer if God pleased that he should.

His father and mother have both de-
clared to me, that he used frequently to
call upon them to teach him to pray to
God ; and that they, according to his
desire, furnishing him with the best
expressions they could, in which to ad-
dress himself to the Lord, he still, as
soon as he had learned them, improved
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them to the end for which he desired to
be taught, using them in prayer to
the Lord his God.

Thus calling on the name of the Lord,
it is to be hoped that he is saved.

A CHILD WHO UNDERSTOOD RELIGION.

DEBORAH SISSETOM,

‘Who died at Sanchekantacket, Feb. 12,1724, in the 15th year
of her age.

A year before this young woman died,
I went to her father’s house, on purpose
to visit the family, and inform myself
what knowledge of God and sense of
religion there was in it; but when I
came thither, 1 found none but children
in the house ; and of these, this girl, of
whom I then knew nothing that was re-
markable, was the eldest.

I resolved to say something to them ;
and directing my speech to Deborah,
and putting some such questions to her
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as I thought proper, she answered me
very discreetly, and appeared to be ex-
ceedingly serious in what she said. I
found she understood the first principles
of the Christian religion, and she pro-
fessed to believe them ; and she seemed
to have an affecting sense of the excel-
lency and importance of what she did
believe. She affirmed she had desires
after God, and was a seeker of him.
When 1 instructed and counselled her,
she was much affected with what [ said;
and when I went away, gave me hearty
thanks for the instructions I had given
her.

I again visited her, and shall here set
down the substance of what she said to
me, chiefly in answer to such questions
as were put to her. She said she re-
membered the discourse I formerly had
with her, and had been thereby encour-
aged to seek after God, and she mani-
fested a desire that I would further in-
struct her.

I found that she had a distinct under-
standing of the doctrine of Redemption
by Jesus Christ. I put several questions

to her concerning his person, offices, and
the righteousness he fulfilled, in his obe-
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dience and sufferings for sinners; all of
which she answered well, and declared
her belief of his resurrection from the
dead, and ascension into heaven.

She stated to me that she repented of
all her sins, and endeavoured to forsake
them ; and that she prayed earnestly to
God for Christ’s sake te pardon them all,
and to give her a new heart ; and that
God would please to continue to her the
use of her reason as long as he continued
her life, that so she might be able to
think of him.

She said she used ta pray in secret to
God before she was sick, but that she
had especially since her sickness prayed
more earnestly. She had taken delight
in going to meetmng, and hearing the
word of God preached ; and had some-
times been much affected with what she
heard.

She hoped she had a sincere love to
Jesus Christ, and was grieved at the
wickedness of those who sinned against
him, and had a desire, she said, that all
people would obey and serve him. i

‘She said, she hoped she had experi-
enced the sanctifying influences of God’s
Spirit on her soul, working good affec-
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tions and desires in her ; and that she
was willing te die whenever it should
please God to remove her out of this
world, firmly "hoping she should obtain
life eternal in heaven.

She desired me to pray with her be-
fore I left her, and to ask of God the par-
don of all her sins.

After this, I saw and discoursed with
her sever times before she died, and
always fou 3 her in such a frame as has
been expressed. Her relations affirm,
that she .sed to pray in secret places,
having several times found her alone,
pouring out her heart before the Lord
with many tears.

She gave much good counsel to her
relatives, and told them that she was
willing, yea desirous to die, being weary
of this world, and longing tobe with her
Saviour. And it is to be hoped that she
went to him.
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